Postoperative spinal epidural empyema. Clinical and computed tomography features.
Epidural empyema is a rare complication of elective spinal surgery. Four such cases are described. The clinical features of this postoperative complication were surprisingly vague and misleading. Fever was uncommon. Local inflammatory signs or rapid neurologic deterioration were absent. Computerized tomography proved useful in diagnosis and follow-up. Unlike spontaneous spinal epidural abscess, postoperative spinal epidural empyema had a benign course. Causative bacteria were miscellaneous. Surgical evacuation of the purulent collection and appropriate antibiotic therapy resulted in cure in all cases.